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SNAPSHOT 
Position Title: Vice President, Real Estate 

Reporting To: Principal, Real Estate 

Location: San Francisco, California 

Website: https://www.newislandcap.com/ 

 

ABOUT NEW ISLAND CAPITAL MANAGEMENT 
New Island Capital Management LLC (“New Island Capital”) is an impact investment advisor 
operating a substantial, institutional-scale, 100% impact-focused portfolio. Based in San 
Francisco, New Island Capital utilizes a patient, disciplined approach in deploying capital – at 
scale – to generate risk-adjusted financial returns across multiple asset classes, while 
simultaneously delivering positive social and environmental outcomes.  

New Island Capital seeks direct relationships with 
entrepreneurs and communities globally to 
support the natural emergence of a new paradigm 
in sectors such as health & wellness, sustainable 
agriculture, environmental protection, renewable 
energy, and sustainable communities.  
 
New Island Capital works in service of a mission-
driven portfolio that employs debt, equity, and 
asset investments designed to drive steady, 
resilient growth across business cycles. New Island 
Capital has consistently created new modes of 
financing and maintains more than 100 

relationships in their global portfolio, in addition to 
several dozen exited investments. 
 
New Island Capital’s focus has been on advancing 
positive social and environmental change while 
maintaining strong returns since the firm’s 
founding in 2006. New Island Capital is proud to be 
part of the global movement towards ethical 
investing and they actively support management 
teams, investors, and communities moving into 
this new paradigm.  

https://mbexec.com/
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Investing in Positive Change 

New Island Capital is exclusively focused on 
investing in positive solutions to the world’s most 
pressing problems: climate change; inequalities in 
income and the distribution of opportunity; the 
extinction crisis; and access to housing, healthcare, 
and education. They work with innovators, 
entrepreneurs, and organizations who bring forth 
new approaches and paradigms that can 
outcompete and replace centralized, polluting, 
winner-takes-all models. 
 
New Island Capital believes that a just, equitable, 
and humane world is often realized at the 
community scale. Much of their investment 
activity emphasizes decentralized or broader-
based ownership models. 
 
Distributed power generation, community 
ownership of forests and infrastructure, mixed-use 
real estate projects, and farmer cooperatives are 
just some of the business models that New Island 
supports. 
 
New Island Capital organizes their work into six 
thematic focus areas—education, environment, 
health and wellness, inclusive finance, 
regenerative agriculture, and renewable energy. 
They prioritize those opportunities that 
demonstrate broad, meaningful community 
benefits and integrate multiple focus areas. 
 

Investment Approach 

New Island Capital provides tailored financing 
solutions to operating businesses, financial 
intermediaries, and other groups who have come 
together to solve complex social and 
environmental problems in a variety of innovative 
ways. They work across a range of investment 
sizes, stages, structures, and geographies in 
service of a portfolio with a purpose. 
 

New Island Capital focuses on commercial-scale, 
growing companies, providing private credit, 
private equity, and project finance; as well as 
investing in farms, forests, and real estate. 
 
They structure financing to advance more 
equitable distribution of the rewards of ownership 
of natural resources, ethical consumer brands, 
financial resources, and renewable energy 
production. 
 
New Island Capital pursues direct investments in 
partners who can transact above $5 million. 
Because their approach to every investment is 
unique, they maintain significant flexibility around 
the terms, duration, and structure of each of  
financing arrangements. 
 

 
New Island Capital seeks to deploy debt capital to 
support mission-focused growth companies. They 
partner with operating companies, financial 
intermediaries, platforms and projects to develop 
creative solutions that finance customer 
acquisition, inventories, capital assets, or future 
cash flows, helping to strengthen balance sheets 
and/or bridging financing events. 
 
New Island Capital works closely with 
management teams to structure financing that 
supports discrete business objectives, financing 
solutions that allow businesses to increase their 
impact. Their ability to structure credit to meet 
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specific borrower needs allows New Island 
Capital’s relationships to evolve as their partners’ 
businesses grow. 
 

 
New Island Capital deploys private equity capital in 
the U.S. and internationally, leading or co-leading 
growth and late-stage investments, often 
alongside aligned co-investors. They prefer 
opportunities where their flexibility and structuring 
expertise can help a company solve a critical need 
and where their mission-driven perspective can 
help drive stronger results. 
 
New Island Capital seeks to bring value over the 
long-term by leveraging industry expertise, their 
deep network, and a commitment to impact as a 
patient and engaged investor. They typically serve 
on the Board of Directors of portfolio companies, 
and are a constructive partner on strategic, 
financial, recruiting, and impact opportunities and 
challenges. As a mission-driven investment partner 
aspiring to act as beneficial capital, they endeavor 
to ensure that the benefits of the investments they 
manage extend to all stakeholders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Island Capital leads project finance 
investments in renewable energy, energy storage, 
and energy efficiency markets. They have 
experience with many structures, including 
preferred equity, mezzanine, and subordinated 
debt, as well as cross-border transactions. They 
seek to accelerate the growth of distributed and 
community-scale projects, especially those that 
meaningfully shift a region away from reliance 
upon fossil fuels. 
 
New Island Capital focuses on supporting the 
growth of development platforms, offering unique 
and flexible solutions that allow developers to 
leverage existing activity into strong portfolios of 
operating assets and meaningful equity value 
creation. As storage and energy efficiency 
continue to evolve as critical elements of the clean 
energy revolution, the capital they manage can 
drive faster deployment through accretive and 
scalable investment structures. 
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New Island Capital pursues active, direct 
investments in organic and regenerative 
agriculture, as well as sustainable forestry, working 
at the nexus of rural communities, local economic 
development, conservation, and resource 
stewardship. They work with farmers, foresters, 
and rural enterprises in service to a regenerative 
land ethic that also supports local ownership, 
worker empowerment and wellbeing, and 
community vitality. 
 
New Island Capital seeks deep engagement with 
their partners and work to cluster their efforts in 
communities where the “green shoots” of this land 
ethic are widely apparent. By demonstrating 
strong environmental outcomes alongside robust 
financial returns, they hope that their influence 
extends beyond the fence line, inspiring neighbors 
and other asset owners to pursue new paradigms 
in land stewardship and rural economic 
development. 
 
 

 
New Island Capital builds aligned, lasting real 
estate investment relationships. They are inspired 
to develop innovative real estate approaches with 
their partners to meaningfully address climate 
change, economic opportunity, community vitality 
and housing affordability at a scale and a pace that 
is commensurate with a goal of securing a positive 
future for planet and people. 

 
They work with mission-driven real estate project 
sponsors as well as with a diverse set of 
institutional scale and emerging fund managers. 
The real estate projects they currently manage 
include high-performance sustainable and carbon 
neutral buildings, workforce housing, and mixed-
use developments that foster shared community 
prosperity and a sense of place. 
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Executive Leadership 

Chris Larson, Chief Executive Officer & Chief Investment Officer 
Chris directs New Island Capital’s portfolio strategy and company operations while 
leading investments in farms and forests. In past roles, Chris was involved in 
community-based watershed restoration in rural northwestern California and 
supported the launch of Cambridge Associates’ Mission-Related Investment program. 
Chris holds an MBA from the School of Management at Yale University and a BS from 
the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Cornell University. Chris owns and 
operates a small farm in Marin County focused on organic vegetable and fruit 
production. 

Lisa Ellis, President & Chief Operating Officer 
Lisa leads organizational development and operations at New Island Capital, 
including financial services and reporting, administration, human resources, and 
information technology.  She has over twenty-five years of experience in 
international development, operations, management, and law.  Prior to New Island 
Capital, Lisa held an executive operations position at an international non-profit 
focused on land rights advocacy and legal policy reform.  She holds a JD from 
Georgetown University Law Center and a BA in Economics from the University of 
California, Los Angeles. When she isn’t talking about process and efficiency, Lisa can 
be found planning her next sun-filled vacation, walking by the Bay, or trying out new 
restaurants. 

 John Quarterman, General Counsel 
John manages the legal function at New Island Capital, providing strategic and 
tactical legal advice with respect to investment transactions of all types. John has 
practiced law in large firms and in-house for more than 25 years, focusing primarily on 
investments in private equity, venture capital, and private credit. John holds an LLM 
from Kiel University in Germany, a JD and an MBA from the University of Virginia, and 
a BA from Yale University. John is a dual U.S./French citizen (through marriage) and a 
former ultradistance cyclist with a passion for camping, skiing, and hiking as well as 
biking. 

Paul Rabinovitch, Principal, Real Estate 
Paul employs real estate impact investment strategies at New Island Capital to 
improve the quality, resilience, and vitality of our communities as well as our overall 
planetary health. Paul was formerly the Executive Director of The Nature 
Conservancy; the former President of an east coast brownfields redevelopment 
company; a Principal at a development firm that specializes in affordable housing, 
adaptive reuse, and historic restorations; as well as an executive with a developer of 
highly sustainable single-family homes in San Francisco. Paul holds a Master of Urban 
Planning and Real Estate Finance from the University of Pennsylvania and a BA from 
the University of Toronto. In his personal time, Paul makes the most out of living in 
close proximity to the trails and waterways of Marin County. 
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THE OPPORTUNITY 
This is an opportunity to join a team of ambitious changemakers and contribute to the 
development and management of a uniquely broad and diverse impact oriented real estate 
portfolio. The New Island Capital Real Estate team is charged with creating an impact real 
estate portfolio across all property types, markets ranging from urban to rural, and in 
domestic as well as international markets. The portfolio’s impact outcomes are oriented 
towards regenerative/sustainable development, racial and economic inclusivity, housing 
affordability, community revitalization and related themes. 
 
The Vice President will report to the Principal of Real Estate and will focus on new investments, development 
of investment strategies, due diligence processes, supporting deal structuring and negotiations, guiding the 
preparation of financial models, key analyses, and forecasts of social and/or environmental outcomes. 
Contributing to company knowledge, development and growth is a shared responsibility of all team 
members. There is a strong team culture and an abiding commitment to continuous improvement of the 
practice of impact investing. 
 

Role + Responsibilities 

• Stay abreast of and analyze macro and micro market trends, industry research and supply/demand 
fundamentals with the objective of enabling New Island to make effective and analytically driven 
investment decisions. 

• Evaluate and perform in-depth due diligence on prospective and current investment and operating 
partners. 

• Create and/or review complex financial models to forecast leveraged cash flows, development 
economics and investment performance; identify, evaluate and mitigate risk factors, and develop 
negotiation strategies for potential and/or existing investments. 

• Actively participate in optimizing project partnership structures, return expectations, impact 
outcomes, and concurrently identify and mitigate project risk factors. 

• Compose well-organized written recommendations, PowerPoint and oral presentations for 
Investment Committee and other audiences. 

• Contribute thoughtfully and fully to the ongoing interpretation and evolution of an impact real estate 
practice. Includes identifying themes, metrics and theories of change as they apply to real estate and 
social/environmental benefit. 

• Aid in the development of regular quantitative and qualitative reports on the portfolio and investment 
activities. 

• Become a content expert and in-house lead for target sectors, impact themes, or regions (e.g., 
workforce housing, certain geographies, etc.) 

• Cultivate network of real estate industry contacts to source off-market investment opportunities. 
• Participate in occasional domestic and international travel. 
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Location 

• This position is located in San Francisco, CA. 
 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

• New Island Capital is an Equal Opportunity Employer, with diversity and inclusion as organizational 
core values. New Island Capital sees immense value in hiring, training and promoting professionals 
from a wide variety of backgrounds. As such, New Island Capital particularly encourage candidates 
from under-represented backgrounds to apply. 

THE INDIVIDUAL 
Our vision of a successful candidate is a dynamic and experienced real estate professional 
with a desire to advance positive social and environmental outcomes through mission-driven 
investments. This individual must have an obsession over the details, ability to analyze 
complex financial structures and have excellent communication skills, with an ability to 
present to internal stakeholders and engage external partners.   
 

Professional Experience + Qualifications 

• 7+ years direct real estate investment experience across multiple asset classes and geographies. 
• Experience working in a diversity of market types and sizes 
• Exceptionally strong quantitative, analytical and organization skills. Attention to detail is critically 

important. Includes strong analysis of financial modeling, including evaluation of various incentive-
based promote structures. 

• Understanding of commercial real estate transactions, industry context, real estate capital markets 
and finance/accounting, and ability to interpret financial models and reporting. 

• Highly proficient in Microsoft Excel, Word and PowerPoint. 
• Experience writing comprehensive investment recommendation memoranda and presenting to 

internal investment committee. 
• Experience negotiating joint venture agreements, purchase & sale agreements and loan documents 

preferred.  
• Highest standards of personal and professional ethics and integrity, and a “team player” mentality 

with strong interpersonal skills. 
• Ability to work in cross-functional teams and garner support  
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Corporate Competencies 

• Compassion: Genuinely cares about people; is concerned about their work and non-work problems; is 
available and ready to help; is sympathetic to the plight of others not as fortunate; demonstrates real 
empathy with the joys and pains of others. 

• Creativity: Comes up with a lot of new and unique ideas; easily makes connections among previously 
unrelated notions; tends to be seen as original and value-added in brainstorming settings. 

• Supports Diversity: Treats all kinds and classes of people equitably; deals effectively with all races, 
nationalities, cultures, disabilities, ages and sexes; supports variety and diversity without regard to 
class; supports equal and fair treatment and opportunity for all. 

• Ethics and Values: Adheres to an appropriate (for the setting) and effective set of core values and 
beliefs during both good and bad times; acts in line with those values; rewards the right values and 
disapproves of others; practices what he/she preaches. 

• Interpersonal Savvy: Relates well to all kinds of people, up, down, and sideways, inside and outside 
the organization; builds appropriate rapport; builds constructive and effective relationships; uses 
diplomacy and tact; can diffuse even high-tension situations comfortably. 

• Drive for Results: Can be counted on to exceed goals successfully; is constantly and consistently one 
of the top performers; very bottom-line oriented; steadfastly pushes self and others for results. 

Education + Certifications 

• An MBA, a graduate degree in Real Estate, or a graduate degree in finance is preferred but may be 
substituted with equivalent experience. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Leveraging deep vertical experience, innovative thinking, and proven time-saving 
methodologies, McDermott + Bull challenges the norm and thrives in the recruitment of 
difficult-to-find VP to C-Suite executive talent. We value a personalized service model while 
having the resources and capabilities of the world’s largest search firms. With experienced 
partners in the United States, Canada, and Europe, we are the trusted retained search advisor 
for empowering change on behalf of private and public companies, nonprofit organizations, 
private equity firms, and their operating companies. 
 

Executive Search Team 

Sun-Sun de Swaan, Managing Director 
332.334.6650| sdeswaan@mbexec.com  

Sun-Sun de Swaan serves as a Managing Director at McDermott + Bull in the New York 
office where she leads the firm’s real estate practice. Sun-Sun brings nearly 20 years of 
real estate experience and works with clients across the sector, including firms 
involved with investment, development, financing, and property management. She 
has experience in a variety of functions across the industry, shaping her expertise and 
ability to deliver best-in-class talent to clients across the board. 
 

 

Nathaniel Swokowski, Senior Executive Recruiter 
949.954.6528| nswokowski@mbexec.com   

Nathaniel Swokowski serves as a Senior Executive Recruiter for McDermott + Bull, 
where he partners with Managing Directors on executive-level searches. Prior to 
joining McDermott + Bull, Nathaniel built teams and rapidly scaled business units at 
companies like Apple, Carvana, and Yelp. Regardless of the industry, Nathaniel is 
driven through connection and is fueled by the convergence of passion and profession. 
Nathaniel currently resides in Los Angeles County and is involved with several 
community service and non-profit organizations throughout Southern California.   

https://mbexec.com/
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